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BOOK   the door is not closed. What is impracticable now may become
xin' , possible in the future.
1898. With all this there is a series of hits at Chamberlain himself.
German public opinion already is in the main anti-English. This
mood is fed by England's continued doggedness in colonial
questions. As things are, Germany can offer England the pre-
sumption of goodwill but no assurance. "In the long run Eng-
land cannot escape the fight for her life." Then she will not be
able to find any other ally than Germany nor a better friend.
Let the ambassador bring Chamberlain to understand, in the
interests of both sides, but especially of England, that it is not
advisable to make an eventual entente more difficult by a
brusque attitude in the small things.1
This amiable allocution is as instructive as any piece in the
bundle. Hatzfeldt takes the wink. He represents Balfour himself
as owning in strict confidence that wanting to go too fast is
Chamberlain's peculiarity and gathers that the failure of the
latter's present attempt would not be especially displeasing
either to Salisbury or Balfour.2
So far, it would seem, William II. had not been informed of
these proceedings. They had to be brought to his knowledge.
But how? Not by the original documents but by others prepared
for his consumption. Hatzfeldt is instructed to send two special
reports. One narrates his dealings with Balfour and is fair. The
other narrating the conversations with the Colonial Minister
introduces new touches showing Chamberlain in an odious light
and well calculated to confirm the prejudices of an impulsive
sovereign. So often was the Kaiser made the puppet of his ser-
vants. Even now Hatzfeldt refuses to suggest that the Colonial
Secretary is intentionally scheming to embroil Germany and
Russia. None the less he is not to be regarded as a real friend of
Germany. To the ambassador his personality is little sym-
pathetic. "In natural intelligence as in energy and great parlia-
mentary skill he assuredly does not fail, but in respect to foreign
policy he makes on me the impression of a raw beginner who
follows the dictates of his personal vanity, taking no sufficient
1 GrossePolitik, vol. xiv. First Part,        a Ibid.  p.  208  (Hatzfeldt to the
pp.   204-207.   Bulow   to   Hatzfeldt   Wilhehnstrasse, April 5, 1898).
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